
Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone by JK Rowling 

Age 9-11 

Reasons for selection and synopsis 

Harry Potter is an ordinary boy who lives in a cupboard under the 
stairs at his Aunt Petunia and Uncle Vernon's house, which he 
thinks is normal for someone like him who's parents have been 
killed in a 'car crash'. He is bullied by them and his fat, spoilt cousin 
Dudley, and lives a very unremarkable life with only the odd 
hiccup (like his hair growing back overnight!) to cause him much 
to think about. That is until an owl turns up with a letter addressed 
to Harry and all hell breaks loose! He is literally rescued by a world 
where nothing is as it seems and magic lessons are the order of 
the day. Read and find out how Harry discovers his true heritage 
at Hogwarts School of Wizardry and Witchcraft, the reason behind 
his parent’s mysterious death, who is out to kill him, and how he 
uncovers the most amazing secret of all time, the fabled 
Philosopher's Stone! All this and muggles too. Now, what are they? 
 
What even needs to be said? 
 
Before reading… 

Ask the children to look at the front cover. What do you think the 
book will be about? What things can you see on the front cover?  

What sort of story will it be? Who might enjoy it? 

Now read the blurb – were any of your predictions correct?  

What is a philosopher? How might this affect the 
story? 

 

The following questions are designed as prompts 
only – allow the children to come up with their 
own questions and ideas. They will be much 
more engaged this way! 

 



The Boy Who Lived 

Vocabulary What does ‘beefy’ mean? 

Find and copy a phrase that shows that Mrs Dursley is nosey. 

What does it mean if you can’t bear something? 

What does ‘on the contrary’ mean? 

Find and copy a phrase on Page 15 that means calm down. 

Infer  Why didn’t the Dursleys want anyone to know about the Potters? 

What does Mr Dursley think is peculiar about the cat? 

Why does Mr Dursley assume the cloaks are a stunt? 

What stops Mr Dursley in his tracks and why? 

Why couldn’t Mr Dursley sleep? 

Why do the wizards appear to be celebrating? 

Why does McGonagall begin to cry? 

Why doesn’t McGonagall want Harry to live with the Dursleys? 

Why does Hagrid howl with tears? 

Predict  Predict how the Dursleys will react to Harry. 

Explain  Explain how JK Rowling shows you a clear divide between witches/wizards 
and humans without ever explicitly telling you. 

Retrieve Where do Mr and Mrs Dursley live? 

What is Mr Dursley’s job? 

What went past the window? 

Why didn’t Mr Dursley see all the owls? 

What new word does Dudley learn? Why do you think he learns this word? 

Who appears in the street? 

What does Dumbledore’s lighter do? 

Who is you-know-who? 

Who is bringing Harry to Privet Drive? How does he transport him? 

What is on Harry’s head? 

Summarise  Draw Albus Dumbledore from the description provided. 



Summarise Vernon Dursley’s thoughts in this chapter with a forty word 
speech bubble. 

 

 

 

The Vanishing Glass 

Vocabulary What does shrill mean? 

Find and copy a phrase that shows that Dudley is ungrateful. 

Find and copy a phrase that shows Aunt Petunia’s disbelief on Page 23. 

Find a word on Page 24 that means disgusting. 

Infer  How can you tell the Dursleys don’t care for Harry? 

Why do the Dursleys usually leave Harry with Mrs Figg? Why can’t they this 
year? 

Why do you think Dudley stopped pretending to cry when Piers arrived? 

What happens when Dudley and Piers lean on the glass? Why do you think 
this was? 

Predict  Predict if anything strange will happen in the zoo. 

Explain  Why do you think Rowling moved the story on ten years? Was there any 
point in Chapter 1? 

Retrieve How long has passed in the story? 

What day is it? 

Where does Harry sleep? 

Why did Harry’s glasses have sellotape on them? 

What does the snake do to Harry? 

What can Harry remember from his childhood? 

Summarise  Summarise the events of the zoo from the perspective of Dudley, using no 
more than 100 words. 

 

 

 



The Letters From No One 

Vocabulary What does it mean to wrinkle your nose? 

Find a phrase that shows that Harry is excited about the letter. 

What is ‘bawling’? 

Find and copy a phrase on Page 41 that shows that Dudley is upset. 

Infer  Do you think Harry enjoys the summer holidays? Why? 

Why was Mrs Figgs no longer as fond of her cats? 

Vernon’s face goes from red to green. What does this tell you? 

What do you think Vernon means by ‘I’m not having one in the house’? 

Why does Vernon hammer shut the door? 

Why does Vernon make them leave? 

Predict  Predict what the letter will say. 

Predict who is outside. 

Explain  Explain Harry’s joke about the toilet. 

What makes this chapter funny? 

Retrieve Where was Dudley going to school? 

What was Petunia using for Harry’s school uniform? 

What does Vernon do to the letter? 

Why does Dudley have two bedrooms? 

What was different about the second letter? 

What does Harry stand on? 

Why is Vernon relieved when it’s Sunday? 

What different places does Uncle Vernon take them to? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter in less than thirty words. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Keeper Of The Keys 

Vocabulary Find and copy words and phrases that show Hagrid’s disbelief. 

Find a phrase on Page 51 that shows that Harry is shocked. 

What is a muggle? 

What is ‘codswallop’? 

Define ‘ruefully’. Why does Hagrid speak this way? 

Infer  Why can’t Dudley move? 

Why is Hagrid so angry? 

Why doesn’t Vernon want Harry to go? 

How do you think Petunia felt towards Lily? Why do you think this? 

Why hadn’t Voldemort attacked Hogwarts? 

Why is Harry unsure that he is a wizard? 

What does Hagrid do to Dudley? 

Predict  At the end of Page 46, predict who the man is and what he wants. 

Predict what will happen next. 

Explain  How does Rowling use italics for effect on Page 49? 

Do you think the Dursleys were right to keep Harry’s secret from him? Why? 

Retrieve What does Dudley think the noise is? 

What does Vernon arm himself with? 

Who is the man? 

What food does he make for Harry? 

What does Hagrid reveal to Harry? 

Who is the letter from? 

How did Harry get his scar? 

What makes Hagrid really angry? 

Summarise  Summarise your first impressions of Hagrid by picking three words to describe 
him and giving reasons for your choices. 

 

 



Diagon Alley 

Vocabulary What does ‘savaging’ mean? 

Find a synonym for climbed on Page 65. 

Find phrases that imply the Leaky Cauldron is invisible to muggles. 

What does it mean to ‘take heed’? 

Infer  Why does Harry keep his eyes shut tight? 

Harry worries about money: how does Hagrid appease him? 

Why did Hagrid get Harry to pay for the train? 

How does everyone feel when Harry enters the Leaky Cauldron? How do 
you know? 

What is a Nimbus 2000? 

How does the goblin open 713? Why is this safe? 

How does the boy make Harry feel stupid? 

How does Ollivander know it’s Harry? 

How do you think Hagrid does magic with his umbrella? 

What is curious about the wand that chooses Harry? 

Predict  Predict what was in Vault 713. 

Predict whether Harry will be able to go to Hogwarts or if the Dursleys will 
stop him. 

Explain  What are your first impressions of the boy in the shop? Why? 

Retrieve How happy was Harry? 

Why was the owl harassing Harry? 

Why would you be mad to try and rob Gringotts? 

Who is the Minister for Magic? 

What are first years not allowed? 

Which pub does Hagrid take Harry to? 

What speech impediment does Professor Quirrell have? 

What is Diagon Alley? 

Which vault does Dumbledore have something stored in? 



What is quidditch? 

Which house was Voldemort in? 

What does Hagrid get Harry for his birthday? 

Where can you buy wands? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter in less than 50 words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Journey From Platform Nine and Three Quarters  

Vocabulary What does ‘barking’ mean? 

Find a phrase on Page 91 that shows Harry is nervous. 

What words and phrases show you Harry was dubious about getting onto 
the platform? 

Find a phrase that conveys Draco’s displeasure. 

Define ‘bewitched’. 

Infer  How was Harry’s last month with the Dursleys different? 

Why is Vernon smiling before he leaves? 

How can you tell two of the ginger boys are twins? 

What tells you that Fred and George aren’t like Percy? 

Why doesn’t the boys’ mum want them to question Harry about Voldemort? 

Why does Harry buy so much food? 

Why doesn’t Ron want to be in Slytherin? 

How does Draco treat Ron? 

Why won’t Harry shake Draco’s hand? 

Predict  Predict whether Harry will like Hogwarts. 

Explain  What are your first impressions of Hermione? Why? 

From the sounds of things, which house would you want to be in? Why? 

Retrieve What did Harry name his owl? 

From where does Harry’s train depart? 

What word alerts Harry to other wizards?  

How do you get onto Platform 9 and ¾? 

What colour is the Hogwarts Express? 

What are the names of the ginger boys? 

How do the boys appease the crying Ginny? 

Who sits with Harry? 

What animal does Ron have? 

What has the round faced boy lost? 



Who is the girl that comes into the compartment? 

What was the name of the boy from the shop? 

How do they get from the train to Hogwarts? 

Summarise  Summarise your first impressions of Ron and Hermione by picking a word to 
describe each and explaining your choice. 

 

The Sorting Hat 

Vocabulary What does mutely mean? 

What adjectives describe the hat? What does this make it seem like? 

What is chivalry? 

What would a ‘resident ghost’ do? 

Infer  Why doesn’t Harry think crossing Professor McGonagall would be a good 
idea? 

What did you glean from the hat’s song? 

Why does Malfoy look pleased with himself? 

Why does whispering break out when Harry’s name is called? 

Predict  Predict which house Harry will end up in. 

Explain  How did you feel when Harry was put into Gryffindor? Why? 

Retrieve What can you gain in your house? 

What are the four houses? 

What makes everyone scream? 

What does the ceiling of the grand hall look like? 

What impression did Harry get of the Slytherin table? 

When does Harry get a pain in his scar? 

What is the password to the dormitory? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter in less than forty words. 

 

 

 



The Potions Master 

Vocabulary What word shows Binns isn’t very interesting? 

How does Snape use the word celebrity? 

What is a synonym for ‘ensnaring’? 

Find a phrase on Page 141 that shows that Hagrid might be hiding 
something. 

Infer  Who do we know from the previous chapter, is the potions master? 

Why does no one like Mrs Norris? 

Why might Snape favour the Slytherins? 

How did Neville mess up the potion? 

What was strange about the Gringotts robbery? 

Predict  Read up to ‘worst thing that had happened to him so far’. Predict what will 
happen. 

Explain  Do you think Snape treated Harry unfairly? Why? 

Retrieve How many staircases are there in Hogwarts? 

What is Filch’s cat called? 

What does McGonagall teach? 

Who is head of Gryffindor house? 

Summarise  Summarise your first impressions of Snape by writing a forty word (max) 
character description of him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Midnight Duel 

Vocabulary Define ‘boastful’. 

Where do you think the name ‘remembrall’ came from? 

On Page 149, copy a phrase that shows that Harry is moving quickly. 

Why do they ‘edge’ along the walls? What does this mean? 

Find a phrase on Page 159 that suggests Peeves might do something 
naughty. 

Infer  Why doesn’t Harry want to fly in front of Draco? 

What does Neville’s grandma get him? Is this a good gift? Why? 

Why does Malfoy decide to put the remembrall in a tree? 

What is your first thought when McGonagall begins to approach? 

Why does McGonagall think Harry will be a good seeker? 

Why wasn’t Malfoy there? 

Predict  Predict what the midnight duel will be. 

After Page 154, predict what will happen in the duel. 

Explain  Explain how Rowling makes it appear that Harry will be punished. 

Retrieve Why didn’t Harry have to see Draco very often? 

What lesson will they start having together? 

How do you make your broomstick go into your hand? 

In what way does Neville injure himself? 

Who does McGonagall pull out of class? 

What is a ‘second’? 

Why does Hermione go with the boys? 

Where does the door take the children? What is behind it? 

What was the dog standing on? What does Harry believe is down there? 

Summarise  Summarise the remembrall incident by writing an article for the school 
newspaper about it, using no more than one side of paper. 

 

 



Hallowe’en  

Vocabulary What is glee? 

Why does Ron moan ‘enviously’? What does this mean? 

What does it mean when someone puts their nose in the air? 

Infer  Why would Malfoy not have been able to believe his eyes? 

How does Ron wind Malfoy up? 

Why might Wood not know what basketball is? 

Why doesn’t Ron like Hermione? 

Why do Harry and Ron sneak away from Percy? 

Why wasn’t it good that they locked the troll in the room? 

Why did they become friends? 

Predict  When the parcel is dropped into Harry’s lap, predict what it will be. 

Explain  Do you think Harry and Ron were right to sneak away? Why? 

What did you think of Hermione when she lied for the boys? 

Retrieve Why were the boys not fussed that Hermione wouldn’t talk to them? 

What is in the parcel? 

How do you score ten points in Quidditch? 

What is the role of a bludger? 

True or false: to win a game of Quidditch you catch the Snitch? 

What smell was about on Halloween morning? 

Why does Quirrell faint? 

How is the troll defeated? 

Summarise  Summarise the end of this chapter by writing it from Hermione’s perspective 
and using no more than 200 words. 

 

 

 

 

 



Quidditch 

Vocabulary What is ‘limping’? 

What phrase on Page 183 

Find words and phrases that show that the movement of Harry’s broom isn’t 
down to him. 

What word shows that Snape knew he was ablaze? 

Infer  Why did Wood want to keep Harry a secret? 

How does Harry believe that Snape got injured? 

Why do you think Harry isn’t hungry? 

What gives you the impression that Slytherin tend to play dirty? 

What did Hermione believe that Snape was doing to the broomstick? 

Predict  Predict what will happen at the Quidditch match. 

Explain  How does Rowling create tension in this scene? 

Retrieve How did the school change in the cold weather? 

What is wrong with Snape’s leg? 

How did Harry lose the snitch the first time? 

How did Harry catch the snitch? 

What is the name of the three-legged dog? 

What does Hagrid give away? 

Summarise  Summarise the Quidditch game by writing a newspaper report for it for the 
school paper, using no more than a side of A4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Mirror of Erised 

Vocabulary What is ‘taunting’? 

Ron speaks in a ‘hushed voice’. Why? 

What does ‘askew’ mean? 

Infer  Why didn’t Malfoy’s attempts to get everyone to turn on Harry work? 

Why had the Dudleys sent Harry a 50p? 

Why would Mrs Weasley have put F and G on the twins’ jumpers? 

Why doesn’t Harry wake Ron? 

Why does Harry nearly scream when he looks in the mirror? 

What does the Mirror of Erised do? 

Why do you think Dumbledore doesn’t tell Harry off?  

Predict  Predict what the Mirror of Erised will be. 

Predict who sent the cloak. 

Predict if and how Harry will use the cloak. 

Explain  If you had an invisibility cloak, what would you use it for? 

Retrieve Why were the Weasley twins punished? 

Why weren’t the Weasleys going home? 

Why are the children spending so much time in the library? 

Why couldn’t the children read the special books? 

What do Hermione’s parents do? 

What is Harry’s final present? 

Where does Harry decide to go in the cloak? 

What happened when Harry opened the restricted book? 

Who does Harry see in the mirror? 

What did Ron see in the mirror? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter in less than twenty words. 

 

 

 



Nicolas Flamel 

Vocabulary Find a phrase that shows George is shocked about Snape refereeing. 

What is an elixir? 

What does it mean if someone is biased? 

Find a phrase that shows that Snape isn’t happy that Harry won the match 
so quickly. 

Infer  Why wouldn’t Harry want Snape to referee the match? 

Why do you think Neville won’t report Draco? 

Why does Ron jokingly say the word ‘light’? 

Why does Ron hit Malfoy? 

Why does Snape need Quirrel’s help? 

Predict  Predict whether Snape will get the Philosophers Stone. 

Explain  Was Harry right to follow Snape? 

Retrieve What dream did Harry keep having? 

What spell did Malfoy cast on Neville? 

Where did Harry find Flamel’s name? 

What do the children believe Fluffy is guarding? 

What spell did they learn to stop Snape? 

What does Snape want from Quirrell? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter in less than thirty words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Norbert the Norwegian Ridgeback 

Vocabulary Why does Ron look ‘longingly’ out of the window? 

What does ‘stiflingly hot’ mean? 

Find a phrase on Page 234 that shows anticipation. 

Infer  Why does Hagrid shush the children? 

Why does Hermione flatter Hagrid? 

Why does a wooden house bode badly for Hagrid? 

Why will they need to use the invisibility cloak to move Norbert? 

Why is Ron dubious about going to the infirmary? 

What happens to Malfoy? 

Predict  Predict what will happen after Malfoy sees the dragon. 

Predict what will happen to Harry and Ron. 

Explain  Explain why you think JK Rowling included this chapter. 

Retrieve How did the children check that Fluffy was still there? 

Why did the children need to revise so much? 

What had Hagrid been reading about? 

What is in the fire? 

What lesson did Harry want to skip? Why wouldn’t Hermione let him? 

What do the children propose they do with Norbert? 

What does Hagrid pack for Norbert? 

How did Filch see Harry and Ron? 

Summarise  Summarise this chapter by drawing an emotion graph for Hagrid, going 
through all of the chapter’s events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Forbidden Forest 

Vocabulary What is an alibi? 

What phrase shows McGonagall’s anger? 

Find words and phrases that show that Quirrell is uncomfortable. 

Find a phrase that shows Malfoy is scared of the forest. 

What does ‘bolted’ mean? 

Infer  Why do you think they didn’t speak to each other? 

Why were they dreading the dawn? 

Why didn’t Hermione complain about detention? 

Why must whatever is hurting the unicorns be seriously dangerous? 

Why does Malfoy scream? 

Who do the centaurs believe is drinking the blood? 

Predict  Read up to ‘began to drink its blood’. Predict what will happen next. 

Predict whether Voldemort will come back. 

Explain  How does Rowling make this chapter scary? 

Retrieve How many points does McGonagall take from Gryffindor? 

Why did the Slytherins clap at Harry? 

Who will the children do their detention with? 

What is on the floor of the forest? 

What are the two wand warning signals? 

Who appears in the forest? 

Why did Neville send red sparks up? 

What happens when Harry looks at the hooded figure? 

Who saves Harry? 

What does Harry find in his bed? 

Summarise  Sum up Harry’s findings in this chapter in less than forty words. 

 

 

 



Through The Trapdoor 

Vocabulary Find a phrase that shows the children were glad their exams were over. 

What does it mean if someone ‘goes white’? 

What is exasperation? 

What is an omen? 

Find words and phrases that show that Hermione is panicking. 

If you have a knack for something, what does that mean? 

Infer  Why should Harry be proud he got through his exams? 

What mistake had Hagrid made at the card game? 

How can you tell McGonagall was shocked to hear the children mention 
the Philosopher’s Stone? 

Why do Ron and Hermione offer to go with Harry? 

Why do they wait in the common room? 

Why does Ron sacrifice himself? 

Why is it lucky that the potion room is a logic puzzle? 

Predict  Predict what will be through the trap door. 

Predict if Ron will be ok. 

Predict who is through the fire. 

Explain  Do you think Neville was right to stand up to his friends? Why? 

Equally, do you think Hermione was right to petrify him? Why? 

What is the effect of the cliffhanger at the end of this chapter? 

Retrieve What spell had been put on the new quills? 

Why was Harry struggling to sleep? 

How do you get past Fluffy? 

When do the children think Snape is going to try and steal the stone? 

What did Hermione get on Flitwick’s exam? 

What does Hermione do to Neville? 

How does Harry get Peeves to go away? 

What plant has grabbed them? 



What were the flying birds? 

Why was the key to the door looking battered? 

What was shocking about the way the Knight was taken off the board? 

Why does Hermione have to go back? 

Summarise  Summarise the journey in less than one hundred words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Man With Two Faces 

Vocabulary What word shows you Quirrell is desperate for the mirror to show him where 
the stone is? 

What is ‘mere shadow and vapour’? 

The book is described as handsome. What does this mean? 

Infer  What is shocking about Snape at the Quidditch game? 

How did Harry get the stone? 

What is on the back of Quirrell’s head? 

Why does Dumbledore say that Quirrell couldn’t touch Harry? 

Why does Harry think he’ll have a lot of fun with Dudley? 

Predict  After ‘down…down…down’ predict what will happen. 

Predict what will happen in the next book. 

Explain  How did you feel when it was Quirrell? 

How did you feel when Gryffindor won the house cup? 

Retrieve Who is through the fire? 

What is Quirrell examining? 

What happens when Quirrell touches Harry? 

Harry thinks he sees the snitch when he awakens: what does he actually 
see? 

What made Snape hate Harry’s father? 

What flavour bean does Albus eat? 

What present does Hagrid get for Harry? 

How is the hall decorated and why? 

For what reasons do the three children get house points? 

How does Neville win the house cup? 

Summarise  Summarise the whole story in less than 100 words. 

 


