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Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,						October 2026

I hope you are all well and looking forward to the mid-term holiday ahead! It has been a super quick 9 weeks here at Woodlands and we have packed in so much already this term! Here are some term updates for you 

School Choir Fringe Performance
Our incredible school choir were invited to perform on the Royal Mile during the Fringe Festival in August.  The choir led by Mr Pradas and Mrs Leitch were on stage for around 30mins in the pouring rain, but the weather did not dampen their spirits and they were met with huge applause from the crowd!  We are so incredibly proud of our choir and look out for more tour dates this session!

Parent Staff Event 
We held our Parent Staff Fundraiser in September, and this is turning out to be quite the social highlight of the year!  Thanks to everyone who supported - we raised just over £2,500 which was an incredible amount!  Look out for this event in September again next year!

Lagganlia
We are looking forward to our S6 learners heading off for a 3-night residential camp at Lagganlia just outside Aviemore.  This is the first time our S6 learners will be attending camp like this, and we hope to do this every year for our Woodlands S6 leavers… we will keep you posted on how this goes!

Christmas Fair
I’m so sorry for mentioning Christmas, but we like to be prepared and ahead of the game! Our Parent Council are already taking prize donations so please send in anything that we can use for our tombola and raffle.  Our young people will be selling Christmas items and having games stalls so please save the date FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER 10-11.30am

Christmas Panto
Now that I’ve mentioned Christmas I may as well keep going!  We are delighted to be invited to attend the relaxed panto which will be back at the King’s Theatre again!  We will be going as a whole school to see Pinocchio on Thursday 14th January – so it will be lovely to have something to look forward when we return from the festive holiday!

Home School Diaries
We are excited about implementing the digital school diaries for all our classes next term.  This will allow us to contact you all via Teams and should be much more accessible for you to get school news and updates on your phones and devices.  If you have any questions, please get in touch and we will help you to set this up.

Meet Baby Ada!
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Our Squirrels teacher Mr Silver welcomed his daughter, beautiful baby Ada into the world on Sunday 4th October!  Ada and mum are both doing well! Congratulations Mr Silver!!


Woodlands Parent Council 
Thank you to everyone who has helped support our parent/carer community again this term. We have had a busy few weeks with our fantastic fundraising Staff/Parent event in September, the brilliant Acorn Cafe every Friday morning with some new volunteers joining to help support the young people. Also continuing our coffee mornings where we recently welcomed some parents from another special school in Edinburgh, Braidburn, to share ideas and get to know one another.  We are looking forward to the next coffee morning at 10am on the 29th of October where our special guest is Aidan Haughey who is the special schools Active Schools Coordinator. We are so grateful to Aidan for his time and hope that we can encourage as many of you to come along to meet him and each other and hear more about his job.  

Following on from this we have the next Parent Council and Friends of Woodlands AGM meetings in school (and online by request) on Thursday 5th November, starting at 9.30am. We are currently actively seeking new members for both the Parent Council and Friends of woodlands, in key roles at the moment as a number of parents involved have young people leaving at the end of the summer. Please get in touch if you would like some more information. 
Finally, planning is well underway for the Christmas Fair, so we are now keen to hear from you if you have any raffle prizes to donate or wish to send in tombola prizes. We are looking for a range of good quality gifts, and these can be handed into school in person or sent in with your young person. 

Wishing you a calm and hopefully peaceful October break 🍁
Gaynor 
Woodlands Parent Council Chair

Dates for your diaries
Thursday 29th October 10am Parent and Carer Coffee Morning
Friday 30th October HALLOWEEN DISCO – Dress up or come in school uniform!
Thursday 5th November Parent Council AGM 9.30am
Friday 6th November Deer Class 
Friday 13th November Puffins Class 
Friday 20th November Eagles Class
Friday 27th November Art 
Friday 4th December Health and Wellbeing 
Friday 11th December CHRISTMAS FAIR 10-11.30am 
Friday 18th December – CHRISTMAS DISCO – Dress in Christmas gear or school uniform!

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 21st Dec young people return Wednesday 6th January

Thursday 14th January - Whole school outing to see Pinocchio at the King’s Theatre

Have a lovely holiday and we look forward to welcoming our young people back to school on TUESDAY 20th October at 9am!

Rhoda 
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